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SATURDAY IN 20io. The Dogs are in Darwin. Not an option, I 
fed of flying- Th e mighty Borough face the Scorpions at Casey. 


LISTER 


^iat trip could take longer to negotiate than the one facing the Bullies, 
^ed to see an encounter that once upon a time represented the finest that 
'' ^ burbs football had to offer. In the black and white corner. . . Parkside, 
of fourteen Division 1 premierships. Their opponents. . . twelves times 
Division 1 champions Biaybrook, resplendent in their black jumper with a red sash. 

These giants of western suburban football have mighty honour rolls of players 
who’ve graduated to the highest echelon of Australia’s game. Braybrook could 
claim to be the most prolific producer of quality junior footballers in the nation. 

Ted Whitten Snr, Doug Hawkins, Brian Wilson and Wee Georgie Bisset are but a 
few to have graduated from the Brookers’ Pennell Reserve nursery That foursome 
accumulated more than a thousand AFL/VFL games between them, Wilson won 
a Brownlow and Bisset was, perhaps, robbed of that honour in 1969. Hawkins 
paced the Western Oval for nigh on two decades and the great E.J. Whitten 
^ the moniker Mr Football. Some say he’s been the greatest ever player. 

?Ve hide's contribution is more modest, it has seen twenty of its former 

sons^ 

06 to the indigenous game s premier competition. 
ee dubs were the strongest in the old Footscray District Football League- 



Scanned by CamScanner 


^'158 FootyTo*’* 


But 


wh e„ the con-pencion changed its name to the We^ 

2 000 ic - if* dubS f ° r m0d - Z % 


50 it was* » o* 1 ‘ . . , X, 

Parkside ushemd in the new eta m the beat poss.ble wa y b) , . 

, pennant in 2000 and grabbing another t,de th.ee yea R , ater B( _ 

w^rc t 

Braybrook made the Division 1 finals in 2002 after a ren,^ 

nowhere, but in 2003 the, were mlegated. Parkside have been a^X 

Division 2, bu, Braybrook have struggled. Its a for ay fio m the N . 

Brook dominated the Footscray Distria league at senior and j unio , JH 

dren, femilies have moved out to suburbs on the western fri„ ge , fc ^ ^ 

Crossing and Melton. With so few fitmilies left in the 3019 ** 

once bountiiu! junior program became barren. •' ** 

71 ie traditionalist in me is saddened to hear of the struggles these n Vo fo 

titans have recendy endured. I m hoping the rumours suggesting their demise 

have been gready exaggerated. I’ve lined up a few interviews with dub mern ^ 

during the game and I’ll do another few by phone afterwards. 


Game day 

U -nder murky skies I walk the four-kilometre trip from my cosy abode in W& 
Footscray to the Mervyn G. Hughes Oval at the Turner Reserve, the home 
of the Parkside Football Club, located between the iconic Flemington Racecourse 
and Victoria University. When I arrive I’m surprised at how patchy the playing 
surface appears; winter 20 1 0 hasn’t been as dry as recent years. 

Parkside’s reserves have an easy victory in the curtain-raiser, 17.15 (117) 

to 4.5 (29). 

The first clash of these rivals took place on Saturday 30 May 1931> un< k f 
the auspices of the then Footscray District Junior Football League. According [ 
the Footscray Advertiser, Braybrook prevailed with a hard-fought victor) b) 
eight points. They met later that season in the inaugural FDJFL grand ^ 
On Saturday 5 September just over 300 spectators filed into Yarravilk O' 

«W Parkside win by thirty-eight points, 1 1 . 1 9 (85) to 7.5 (47), to * 

^ t *° ns ^ rst premiership and the Advertiser Shield. 
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But when the competition changed its name to the W< 


2000 it was as if the two clubs were unprepared for modern t* 


eaer » Region 1< 

times. 


Parkside ushered in the new era in the best possible way by old 
1 pennant in 2000 and grabbing another ride three years &,«"! 


were relegated. 


Braybrook made the Division 1 finals in 2002 after a remarkable smgel* 
nowhere, but in 2003 they were relegated. Parkside have been around the madi 
tviston 2, but Braybrook have struggled. It’s a for cry from the 1 970s, when the 
dominated the Footscray District league at senior and junior levels. Since 
} families have moved out to suburbs on the western fringe like Hopper* 
Crossing and Melton. With so few families left in the 3019 postcode, Braybtw* 1 
once bountiful junior program became barren. 

. 1116 tradltI0n alist in me is saddened to hear of the struggles these two ^ 
utans have recendy endured. I’m hoping the rumours suggesting their den* 

, aVe gready derated. I’ve lined up a few interviews with dub ^ 
Unng “ le game 311(1 ru do another few by phone afterwards. 

Gamee b ./ 

T T NDERMURKY SK1ES I walk rU~ C...- mV <*** ^ (/ 
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■ ^inhalants l, ' ,vc met "' 
l “‘ la; : S : „ , k ,,,,hI (iuLils - Parkside 
jinx’ P IV '' 10 ' io48. 


|,rLX • in 1931 and 1948, 

, v |ctori° lK 

" tr triumphant in the 

v u ' r 1 956. 

2010 a nine-goal first quaitei 

^I^-enoughtobuscthe 

B^bysix^epo u, be 

took ParWe’s record t° 3-2 and 

leftBn yb«.°k sitting « 0 - 5 . In the 

ensuing two months Parkside had been 

rocked by the departure of senior coach 
Gany Turner, who had rested for 
pereonal reasons. Club stalwart David 

Orchard took over. 

Going into this match, Parkside 
have a 10-3 record, good enough for a 
share of top spot on the ladder with 
Albanvale and North Footscray. 

Braybrook have a 2-1 1 record aftei 
victories over Laverton and North 
Sunshine. 

Braybrook captain Daniel Roy 



Braybrook Football Club 

nifiniiinriimiiiiimi*iMii p i* , *iiiTJiminii*ii^Miiiim"iii< 

founded 1874 


colours Black and red 
nickname The Breakers 
ground Pennell Reserve, Braybrook 

APL/VFL rLAYERS PRODUCED 

Lyle Anderson (Footscray), Norm Armstrong 

(Footscray), Lou Barker (Footscray), 

Niels Becker (Footscray), George Bisset 

(Footscray/Collingwood), Daryl Collins 

(Footscray), Denis Collins (Footscray, Csslcon, 
Richmond), John Cuzzupe (Footscray). 
Wally Donald (Footscray), Ian Foreman 
(ftraracra y>. BobFotr (Footscray), Bob Gray 
(Frattscray), Robert Giocncwegen 
sjKJIy Harris (Footscray). Doug * 
(Foorsciay/Ftaoy). Del Kennedy (Foo^t). 

Bennie U Sueur (Rratsmy/Coltotgrao O’ 

IsekLown (Footscray), tan Mrash (Footscray), 
Gary Merington (Footscray). Bmn 

(Fooracray), Ken Scon (Footscray, tab^erg 

(fcoraov). 

KSg-ar 

Melbourne, Melbourne, Sr KU 



fix 

// 

/ 


^ sporting a mid-length afro LT a bbar), wins the toss 

(think late ’60s, early 70s, Lew Alcindor/Kareem co-captain Chris 

^ elects to kick to the Flemington racecourse en ^ ^ £ om die 
Murat ore notches the first major score when he taps e ^ pride’s 
^“are. When Mohammed Khartabil, a “man mountain 
* COn d goal moments later, there already are warning od work until 

, nybro °h bounce back but they’re unable to capitalise 

te 111 *e quarter. Parkside lead Braybrook 4.4 (28) to 


W 

'f&k ■ 
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The Stalwart — Ray Barber 

"p* VERY SPORTING TEAM NEEDS A MAN UKE RAY BARBER. He’s h 

ft "f ° V " h,lf WS Sfi, ” se,en >««• * well * his ’ Pa * i * •«. t, 
Barber has d* Wes, Co*, Eagl« * , trainer fe J"™'”' '« 'lUs', 

since the 1992 season. the,r Melbo Urne ^ 

% joined Parkside after a femily friend asked W 
)om. After completing his playing career in th ^ ^ h ' S br0ther Mick * 

" ia 1» Heh been a ,^ er s . n= ^ ' 980S ' ^ "“"' d » *• 

program at Turner Reserve. " h co ‘ orcl inated the junior 

Its this involvement that Fm 

junior footballers has always b lntef ested in. Recruiting and retaining 
two-fold. The clubs gix) h 0u 8h ask for Parkside. Their problems are 

racecourse and the Royal Melb r ° Unded Foots cray Park, Remington 
the residential areas attracdv f Ume ^^ OW S roun d s , is somewhat removed from 
stru ggles to hold on to ‘uni ^ 0un g families with children. And the club 

glam °rous Essendon DiltTl Wh ° SUCCUmb t0 the lure of playing in the mom 

on iy junior leam w ^ j ust across the Maribymong River, fa)' ^ 

a recrui tmg drive at the encT ^ under -thirteen team. We’re planning to P° 

^kedRay^e ^ 

“ mer Reserve, co^ l ^ ^ewater, the housing development adjacent to 
j 0r f°otfou . lc I e may c I? in the sa* 
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my oPtionS are limited - A Polystyrene cup 



rjjj e Chadiuite - Zeno Tzatzaris 


"m 


A 



football journey^ and ended 


ISort of! His original team was Sunshine undrrtrp,, A ^ mates> ^ 

Kouteris and Souh Ktenidls ’ P la y ed j unior foo{\l#arllside. » he joined them 
therein 1977. 

Zeno played in an under-fifteen premiership team and an under- se venteen 
team that lost a grand final before he made his way to the Western Oval in 1983 
He reached the summit of Australia’s game when he was selected in Footscrays 
senior team for their Round 2 clash in 1984 against Geelong at VFL Park 


I asked Zeno what he remembered most about his first senior game with the 
Dogs: 

My opponent was Terry Bright It was an overcast day, but the ground was in terrific condition, 

I managed to have a couple of bounces early on. My most vivid memory of the game was when 
folk Jackson tackled me by the shorts, and I was forced to rush the ball through. We lost, and I 
got dropped the following week. 


Ano played most of his thirty-four games with the Dogs m defence. His seven 
seas °is at the Western Oval were blighted by several serious knee injuries and his 


AFL Career came to an end in 1990. 


o 


%tzaris found his way back to Turner Reserve > n 


in 1991. His coach upon his 


re tUrn WT nr, 1 1 T , /-(I T nnirl- 



Scanned by CamScanner 


n ., 2 ed t0 nu ' c “ 

Jackson tackled me by the 
1 dropped the foUotvang week. 


ed to ,ul>c “ '’ vo un ‘ My most vivid mem f conUlli °n l 

by the shorts, and I was forced to rush ,1 T? , &1mc was when 
; week. ms h the baf! through. W c l ost> an j 


Z eno pM most of his thirty-four games with the Dogs in defence His sevet 

seasons at the Western Oval were blighted by several serious knee injuries and his 
p L cueer came to an end in 1 990. 

Tzatzaris found his way back to Turner Reserve in 1991. His coach upon his 

was the legendary John Sharp. Zeno said: 

Mark Baulch, my housemate at the time, absolutely idolised Sharpy from his playing and 
coaching days with Yarraville in the VFA. When my time at Footscray was over I just wanted to 
go back to Parkside, have a kick with my mates, and go on the end of season footy trip. 


Zenos encore in black and white stripes included a premiership in 1996. 


Third quarter 

T o the surprise of few, the bigger bodies of Parkside start to dictate terms at the 
stoppages. Sam Thurston takes a nice mark and from a tight angle squeezes 
the ball through the big sticks for Braybrook. Trent Tyrrell and Darcy Dunstan are 
providing Parkside with tremendous drive from the back half The margin is out to 


• / 
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fift)'-six points as the three-quarter time siren sounds. 

Tempers flare. There’s some pushing and jumper-p u lli n g and 
I hear one player scream: “He head-butted me twice. . twice!" 

Parkside coach Orchard remains calm and keeps his inactions si mD , 
Forget about what happened a few minutes ago. just contin, P 

on your direct opponent And kick another ten goals.” PUttm? *** 

Living legend - Barry Priest 

B games fo RFC0RDU 1TH 11 iE b Raybrook f °°tball club includes 358 senior 

competition best ^^” lerships ’ five club best and fairest awards and two A-Grai 

been named afr^ k- awar ds (1973 and ’75). The competition avvad^ 

Prie S ru M SinCethelate ’ 8 0^ 

1 nest was comfortable • . 

nev er reported durin k- . f ^ ofthe field (like E.J. Whitten), and"* 
driest says what he Career * No. 1 6 guernsey has been retired* 

werc kis dashes with p^" 1 ^ most ab °ut Braybrooks battles with 

^ « one of hi, r . ^ 1<lehardma n Ron ‘The Beast’ Fraser, a pb)«" J 

^ I Pla^ or” ° fSedd0n Spotswood’s Terry Fogarty are the «** 

^ id e made en • . 

^^ed tk^_ . ^ies about- a n^nkef^ 


t\lO$ 


id 
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